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Abstract 

The aim of the present study is to explore the nature of interpretation bi-

ases in childhood anxiety. By elaborating an anxiety-specific semantic con-

tent of vignette interview (relevant from the point of view of performance 

and social interactions), the present study emphasizes the fact that cogni-

tive, emotional and behavioral reactions of anxious children require differ-

ential analysis in different life situations. The results show clearly the ten-

dency of anxious children to react in a more sensitive manner than non-an-

xious children when faced with school performance and evaluation situa-

tions. The differences consist in a state of alertness for anxious children, 

which manifests itself most often in (a) predisposition to anticipate nega-

tive consequences of ambiguous situations, even when based on insuffi-

cient information, (b) overestimation of unpleasantness of consequences, 

(c) propensity to consider the negative consequences more likely than the 

positive ones, (d) and the low level of control in such situations. Results 

also demonstrate that acceptance by peers and their social support 

moderates the association between anxiety and self-efficacy in dealing 

with provocative school situations. 
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The biased interpretation of social information is a frequently discussed phe-

nomenon in the literature of social anxiety. Several studies proposed to clarify 

the role of information-processing bias in the formation and subsistence of 

anxiety (eg. Pine, Klein, Coplan, Papp, Hoven, Martinez et al., 2000; Vasa, 

Robertson-Nay, Klein, Manuzza, Moulton, Merinkagas et al. 2007). For exam-

ple, Mathews and Mackintosh (2000) present evidence of the existence of a 

causal relationship between interpretation bias and anxiety. Salemink et al. 

(2007/a) demonstrate that changes provoked in the interpretation of informa-

tion also generate changes in the level of anxiety. 

Many of the studies preoccupied with interpretation bias refer to social 

anxiety (Mierst, Blöte, Bögels & Westenberg, 2008; Huppert et al., 2007; 

Mohlman et al., 2007; Murphy et al., 2007; Hirsch & Clark, 2006; Creswell, 




